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THE TWELVE TRIBES OF ISRAEL 

Have you heard of the twelve tribes of Israel? Israel was the name given to 

Jacob after his overnight struggle with God recorded in Genesis chapter 32. 

Jacob had twelve sons, who became the ‘fathers’ of the twelve tribes. Jacob 

summoned all his sons to his death bed and addressed each of them – Genesis 

chapter 49. Matthew chapter 1 records the genealogy of Jesus, tracing his 

ancestry through David and Jacob, back to Jacob’s grandfather, Abraham. Can 

you list the twelve sons of Jacob/Israel and then place them in the  

criss-crossword below? 

 

      

 

 

 

  

  

          

      

    

            

      

          

       

         

  

 


