
Report 

Reflection on our one year on the field: 

In Acts chapter 20: 18-36 we read about the sad farewell speech of the Apostle Paul when he 

was on his way to Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost there. His speech to the Ephesians Elders 

can be summed up in three sections: 

1. The Past 

2. The present and the 

3. Future 

 I will base therefore, this brief report on the same structure. May the Lord richly bless you for 

partnering with us here on the Field in Albania. 

The Past: 

From the first day we arrived (October 16th 2012) we were faced with challenges of many kind; 

Carol was given a visa for only 30 days, Deylin and I were given 90 days. This situation brought 

with it unprecedented challenges that saw us having to travel in an out of the country between 

the UK and Albania. It was from one thing to another, this went on for months. We soon 

realized that our coming here, to this tiny Muslim nation, was a threat to the kingdom of 

darkness. God’s people were mobilized to pray into the situation. We have seen God at work, 

even working powerfully on our behalf. Thank you for your prayers. 

The Present: 

The dust has settled, and we are now in receipt of our two year resident’s permit, this is indeed 

a great relief. Thank you for your words of encouragement during this time. 

We have just completed a year of language studies. This has been a hard time for us, but we 

motivated ourselves, and still do, by saying; we do it for Him (Jesus), and we do for them 

(Albanian people). Whilst progress has been made, the language remains a huge challenge.  We 

have also settled in well into our new environment. Good friendships are being established, this 

is so helpful with the practicing side of the language. We have settled in well into a small local 

church that’s about 15 minutes walk from us. It’s a free Baptist church, and we feel quite at 

home. We decided to fellowship here because it’s an Albanian led church, and this kind of 

environment is good for us to further enhance our language and culture understanding. This is 

quite an important time for us on the field; to observe, to learn, to apply, to practice. Please 

continue to pray for us during this important time.  

 



The Future: 

“Because He lives we can face tomorrow. Because He lives all fear is gone……..Because we 

know, yes we know, He holds the future……..” The need to spread the Gospel message wider in 

this country remains huge, especially in the Northern part. Please pray the Lord of the harvest 

to stir up obedience in the hearts of his children. 

God is doing great things in this nation that He called us to. Since the installation of our new 

Prime Minister in September, local casinos continue to be shut down as they are hotspots for 

money laundering and mob related activities. Also, Albania recently made world news as the 

UN’s quest to disarm Syria’s chemical weapons was brought to Albania’s doorstep. Hundreds of 

Albanians gathered to protest these past weeks against using Albania as a host site for this 

process. Another level of trust was built between the people and the government as the prime 

minister reassured the people that he would not do anything that could cause harm to the 

people even in spite of a $3 billion financial assistance deal that was offered. WOW!! People 

over money and justice over corruption, sheds hope that God is moving and will continue to 

transform this nation. 

We remain committed and focused, and will give ourselves more intensely on language studies 

in the coming new year. We remain focussed to see that the purpose, as to why God brought us 

into this nation, for a time such as this, to see that purpose be fulfilled. 

Conclusion: 

Albania is geared up, and determined to meet the conditions outlined by the EU to be 

considered as a candidate country to receive EU (European Union) status. This being the case, I 

foresee an escalation in the cost of living. Prices on commodities was manageable when we first 

arrived here, a year ago, has now risen quite a bit. While this is a reality, our faith remains firm 

in the One who called us. Recently we were prompted by the Spirit to start praying for a 

vehicle. As time for ministry is approaching, we believe that a vehicle is going to be needed. 

Would you stand in your prayers with us for this need please? Thank you. 

The Apostle Paul concluded his farewell message with these words “ In everything I did , I 

showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words 

the Lord Jesus himself said: it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 

We take this opportunity to wish you a Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

Yours in the Service of Christ. 

Stewart and Carol Sampson. 


