
Page 1 of 2   

 
 
 

David and King Saul 
 
We’ve been finding out about somebody called David in the Bible, and he was chosen to be the king. 
But there was a problem; who can remember what the problem was? Louis? 
 
“There was a nine foot high giant.” 
 
Ah, there was indeed – but that wasn’t the problem I was thinking of. The first problem was there was 
already a king in Israel, whose name was, King ...? 
 
“Saul.” 
 
Saul. Yes, King Saul. Then there was the problem with the nine foot giant. What was his name? Kieran? 
 
“Goliath.” 
 
Goliath. Well, David went out and he killed that big giant, and we heard about that last week. King Saul 
thought, ‘This is a bit of alright if I’ve got someone like David: this is pretty good.’ So he made him a 
commander in his army, and that was OK because David went out and fought the battles and King Saul 
stayed at home in the palace which was nice and safe. But one day he was in his palace and he heard a 
lot of cheering and shouting in the street: “Hooray, Hooray for David! King Saul can kill thousands, but 
David can kill tens of thousands! David! David! David! David!” Saul thought, ‘Hang on a minute – I’m 
the king around here. They should be cheering for me, not him.’ So after that he wasn’t so keen on 
David. Now when David wasn’t fighting, he lived at the palace and he used to play his music when King 
Saul was in a bad mood: nice, soothing, gentle music, calmed him down. The trouble was that now, 
King Saul was in a bad mood about David, because he was so popular. So David, one day, was playing 
his harp - all this soothing, beautiful music – and instead of getting calm, King Saul was getting angry, 
“I can’t stand this boy: I can’t stand him. He’s just too good at everything – he can even play music as 
well as fighting all the battles.” And he was so cross, he picked up his spear, and he threw it at David! 
And David had to dodge out of the way so he didn’t get stuck with this spear. That was a bit 
frightening, wasn’t it.  
 
So after that things were not so good in the palace. One minute Saul was, “Marry my daughter. I want 
you to be like a son.” The next minute it was, “Get out of my sight! I can’t stand you!” Poor David didn’t 
know what to do.  
 
Eventually, after quite a lot of ‘eventually’s he had to run away. But then King Saul ran after him, with 
the soldiers. One day, David and his friends were hiding in a cave to get away from King Saul – right at 
the back of the cave – and King Saul came in the front of the cave. But he didn’t see David and his 
friends. David’s friends said, “Go on, now’s your chance; you can kill him now.” So David took out his 
knife and he crept forward, getting close to King Saul. And then; he didn’t stab him: he got hold of his 
cloak and ripped a little bit off with the knife, and then he crept quietly back again. And all of his mates 
were saying, “What! What did you do that for? You could have killed him!” And David said, “Yes, but 
I’m not going to, because he is the one that God chose first and I’m not going to be king until God 
decides it’s my time. I’m not going to kill him, God chose him: I want to do it God’s way.” And the 
others were all a bit puzzled. Saul went off out of the cave and he never saw them, and David went to 
the front of the cave and shouted, “King Saul! King Saul! I could have killed you just now but I didn’t: 
here’s a bit of your cloak to show that I could have, but I didn’t because I don’t want to kill you. I know 
that God chose you to be king and I don’t want to do that.” And Saul said, “Oh wow! That’s amazing!” 
and it was all OK for a bit.  
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But then it all started again and David had to run away again, and Saul was following him again. And 
this time, David and one of his friends – I think David was pretty brave – David and one of his friends 
decided to go into the camp of the enemy. So they crept passed the guards – they were all fast asleep – 
and they crept passed the soldiers – who were all fast asleep – until they got right up to where King 
Saul was fast asleep. One of David’s friends said, “Right, I’ve got him; I’m going to kill him now.” What 
do you think David said? 
 
“No.” 
 
No; he did – that’s right. He said, “No – you’re not to do that.” And David took Saul’s spear, and a jug 
of water that was by his head, and they took them out the camp and left him there asleep. And when 
they got a long way away, across the valley, so that no-one could come and fight them, he shouted, 
“Abner! You’re supposed to be looking after King Saul; you’re not doing a very good job! Where’s the 
King’s spear? It’s here! Where’s the King’s water jug? It’s here! We could have killed the king today, 
and you weren’t looking after him.” And again, David’s friends said, “You’re mad!” but he said “No, I’m 
going to do it God’s way; when I’m king it will be because God has chosen the time for me to be king.” 
 
You know, sometimes when people are mean to us, we think that means that we can be mean to them 
back, don’t we. And you can see why people think that. But God’s way isn’t that way. God says, “Love 
your enemies.” God says, “You’ll be happy if you show mercy”, that means you forgive them, even 
though they don’t deserve it. And that’s what David did: he wanted to do it God’s way.  
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