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John the Baptist 
 
We’ve been telling you our favourite things in the Bible over the past few weeks, and I’m going to tell 
you about a bit of a strange guy today called John the Baptist. Has anyone ever heard of him before? 
Do any of you guys who put your hand up know anything about him – have you got any facts that you 
can tell us? James? 
 
“He baptised Jesus.” 
 
Yes, he baptised Jesus: we’re going to talk about that in a minute.  
 
“He was Jesus’ cousin.” 
 
He was Jesus’ cousin; very good! OK, he was Jesus’ cousin, and when Jesus was still in Mary’s tummy, 
and John was in his mum’s tummy at the same time, they visited each other, and it says in the Bible 
that John leaped for joy, even when he was still in his mum’s belly because he knew just how amazing 
Jesus was going to be; that’s pretty cool isn’t it. They both grew up about the same time and John was 
an interesting guy: he wandered around in the desert – that’s where he lived – it was a bit sandy, a bit 
hot and dry and horrible. And he used to wear camel skin – that’s a bit weird isn’t it. And guess what 
he used to eat: he used to eat locusts – they’re like grasshoppers. Can you imagine that, wearing camel 
skin all day, and all you can eat was like little bugs. He ate honey as well which was a bit nicer, but still 
– bugs! It’s like I’m a Celebrity isn’t it, but he couldn’t get out because that was his life.  
 
Some people looked at John and thought ‘Wow! He’s so different, maybe he’s the Messiah. Maybe he’s 
the one we’ve been waiting for our whole lives to save us because he’s a bit eccentric and he’s doing 
some really great things.’ But John went up to them and said, “No, I’m not the person you’re waiting 
for: it’s my job to tell you that the person who you’re waiting for is coming; the person who is going to 
completely change your lives, the person who’s going to change everything, which is Jesus.” I don’t 
know about you, but sometimes I think that if I was John and people were coming up to me and 
saying, “Oh, you’re amazing, are you this amazing person?” I might think, ‘hang on a minute, actually, 
I am quite amazing aren’t I. This could be quite interesting.’ But John didn’t do that at all. He believed 
that Jesus was so much better than him, that actually, it didn’t really matter if anybody else was talking 
about him in the way they were, because he knew that even though he was good, Jesus was going to be 
even more amazing.  
 
One day, Jesus comes up to him and says, “John, I’d like you to baptise me.” And John goes, “What! 
That’s absolutely crazy: you should be baptising me!” But Jesus said, “No John, I want you to baptise 
me.” And so he took him to the river and baptised him, which means he said sorry for all his sins, and 
he believed that Jesus was the Messiah and that he was going to follow him for the rest of his life.  
 
And now I sometimes think about that: it’s a little bit hard to understand, because sometimes in our 
lives we are thinking about ourselves, and we want to be known as the best. And to help us understand 
a little bit more of what this is, I want you to put your hands up if you are good at football, or if you 
enjoy football first of all. Quite a few of you. Now keep your hand up if you think you’re really good at 
football. OK, and keep your hand up if you think that you are the best person in your whole school in 
football. Ooh, there’s some very confident hands in the corner there. So I want us to use our 
imagination, and I want you to imagine, all of you, that you are the best person at football in your 
school. OK, every match you go in you score the goals all the time, and it’s really exciting and 
everybody goes, “Ooh, you’re so amazing at this.” But then, it’s half term and you have a really great 
week, and you come back to school after half term and there’s a new person at school, and this new 
person at school is even better than you at football: how do you think you’d feel? A bit gutted? You 
start thinking, ‘Oh no, they’re better than me at football. What am I going to do? Oh no!” Anyway, you 
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both join the team again and you’ve got yourself and this other person, and you think ‘We’re in the 
same team now, they’re going to be better than me and they’re going to start scoring more goals than 
me, and it’s all going to be awful, and no-one’s going to like me anymore’. But you get to your first 
match and you see in the midst of it, the perfect opportunity, you see you can kick it straight into the 
corner but you’re a bit too far away. So you think ‘If I pass it to my team member over there, then he 
can get the goal.’ So you kick it, and it flies over to the person, and he kicks it into the goal. And you 
shout “Yes! We’ve scored the goal!” and you’re really excited because your team scored the goal. But 
then you look and you think who scored the goal; and it was that person who is even better than you at 
football. So then you’ve got two choices, haven’t you. You can either say, “I’m not going to care any 
more because he got it and I didn’t.” or you can carry on getting excited and cheer and go and hug 
them and say “Well done!” And I think that if we choose, even if that happened, that we ran up and 
celebrated with that person because you’re on the same team, aren’t you: so you still got the goal, even 
though you didn’t actually get it in the net, because as a team you all get the same thing. And that’s a 
little bit like John and Jesus, because they were aiming for the same thing; they wanted the world to be 
a better place, and they wanted all of us to know God, and to know His love for us. 
 
So the reason that is my favourite bit of the Bible, or one of my favourites in the Bible, is that it 
reminds me that God wants to be on our team, and we should be on God’s team, because actually I 
used to think when I was your age, that God was really bossy, and mean, and was sitting up on a cloud 
and saying “Ooh, you’ve done this wrong, ooh you’ve done that wrong, ooh this isn’t very good.” But 
actually, I’ve grown to know that God’s like “Ollie, you’re on my team.” And He says the same to all of 
you, that we are on God’s team; and that shows us that God loves us so much, so that is why this is one 
of my favourite bits in the Bible. 
 
Ollie Spence 
 


