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Sunday, 21 February 2021  
God’s Spirit Within Us - The Gifts of The Holy Spirit. 
 
 

Many of you know most of my working life was spent in engineering.  Also, for 
a good bit of my life, I’ve done various bits of DIY, including some around this 
building.  So I feel qualified in saying that having the right tools for a job 
makes things so much easier than struggling on to make do without them.  
 
Our God, the Bible tells us, is the creator God.  We won’t get into a debate on 
‘how’ He created everything, but Christians accept that He is the designer and 
inventor of all matter - because all of the alternatives fall short of a total 
explanation.  So getting things done is in His DNA, so to speak. 
 
Then Jesus, God the Son, comes to this world to be Emmanuel, “God with us”. 
 He lived amongst us.  And He then dies a cruel execution in our place to pay 
the penalty for our failure to be the people we were designed to be.  But three 
days later... He rose from the dead.  He then sticks around on Earth long 
enough for at least five hundred people to see Him alive again in one place, 
before returning to His Father’s Kingdom for an interim period (which we’re in 
now) until His planned return to ‘call time’ on time. 
 
But in this period of time we’re in now He’s left some instructions for us who 
believe in Him, and who seek to live out His Kingdom on earth.  One Darren 
told us about last week. Jesus said in Matthew 28:18 & 19; 
  

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 

 
But He didn’t just leave us with commands.  He gave us a toolbox full of 
appropriate tools to help us to effectively turn His purposes into productive 
actions.  And in various parts of the Bible there are typical - but not exhaustive 
- lists of tools supplied by God to enable us - His Church - to do this work.  But 
if you were to go to a Bible Dictionary and looked up ‘tools’, you won’t find 
them - because the NT calls them ‘gifts’ - ‘Charisma’ in the Greek.  Gifts of the 
Holy Spirit - and sometimes roles.  But tools they are. 
 
When I started work way back in the 1960's, there was such a thing as five 
year apprenticeships for lads (and it was mostly lads in those days) starting 
work ‘on the tools’.  They’d be put with an experienced person and learnt on 
the job as the years went by.  But where I worked, they were also given a tool 
box containing a selection of tools.  Over the years the lads would add to them, 
but they’d start out with the basic tools needed for the craft they were 
learning. 
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Do you expect the Living God to be any less efficient when He sends us 
out to do His far more important work in this world?  I think not.      
 
Earlier I mentioned there are lists of these tools in the Bible, given as lists of 
giftings from God the Holy Spirit or as roles carried out in the church.  Let’s 
look at two of them right now - and we’ll start with Romans 12:6-8: 
 
We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift 
is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, 
then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it 
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
 
The second passage is 1 Corinthians 12:8-10.   Having already written... “Now 
about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed”, Paul goes on to say: 
 

“To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to 
another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another 
faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to 
another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.” 

 
And I’ll just say that while both of these texts are in the NT, and found in 
letters written by Paul, you’ll find other similar references of either the gifts or 
their use in other parts of the Bible, including the OT.  So for instance, Isaiah 
Ch.11 starts -  
 

   “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
    The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him, 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord.” 

 
OK - that’s a prophecy talking about the coming of Jesus more that 600 or so 
years later.  But the Bible tells us that we have the same Spirit that raised 
Jesus from the dead living in us.  So - same Spirit - same character - same 
possibilities of manifestation - and given to us so we can have this wisdom, 
understanding, knowledge and might.   But I’m getting a bit ahead of myself. 
 
Jesus returns to His Father after He is raised from the dead.  But He tells his 
initial followers to stick around in Jerusalem until they receive a gift from on 
high.  Jesus tells them in Acts Ch.1 that they will be immersed in the Holy 
Spirit (usually written as baptised in - but baptised means immersed) and 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon them.  Ten days after Jesus 
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returns to heaven - it happens.   But before I go on further to talk about 
the gifts and their use, I need to briefly say two important things. 
 
First, you may know that some parts of the Church major on ‘the Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit’ and often have the term ‘Pentecostal’ somewhere in their 
church title. So let me say briefly what the work of God the Holy Spirit is - 
who’s the third person of the trinity - not a force.  And He has two roles for us 
who have accepted Jesus as our saviour - regeneration and empowerment.  
Regeneration is what happens when we are born again into God’s family.  The 
Holy Spirit comes and lives within us.  Therefore every true Christian has the 
Holy Spirit living in them.  The Bible calls it being marked or sealed with the 
Holy Spirit.  A sort of stamp of ownership. 
 
But along with this internal relationship with God the Holy Spirit, we’ve a 
record of the early church experiencing manifestations of the power of God via 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus said to His closest followers just before he 
returned to the Father in Heaven that they will be clothed with power from on 
high.  You’ll find that in Luke 24:49.  And this power was manifest by the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit.  The first immediate gift to be seen of course was the gift of 
tongues on the Day of Pentecost, closely followed by Peter standing up - this 
guy who’d been your typical ‘foot-in-mouth’ person previously - to teach and 
preach the powerfully first church sermon. 
 
But I also need to say something else about these manifestations of God the 
Holy Spirit.  I said earlier that in some ways I prefer calling them tools given to 
the Church, and I explained why.  But they are called ‘gifts’ in the Bible - 
precisely because that is exactly what they are - gifts from and of God the Holy 
Spirit.  They are not learnt skills by our own efforts, although the use of them 
can and should be honed within our experience, just as any craftsperson gets 
to know their tools and uses them better with practise. 
 
Let me for a second contrast them with the fruit of the Holy Spirit.   In 
Galatians 5:22 you’ll find nine characteristics called fruit of the Holy Spirit.  In 
other places you’ll find Paul encourages us to ‘put on’ as a set of clothes the 
way God wants us to live. But those nine characteristics can, and should, be an 
ongoing and developing manifestation of godly character throughout our 
Christian lives. We chose to - say - be ‘gentle’, or be ‘self-controlled’ - and yes, 
by asking God to held us by His indwelling Holy Spirit - but with our own 
determination driving us to want to be gentle, or self-controlled, or whatever. 
 
Not so the gifts.  Yes - we can ask God for His gifts, and also improve our 
ability to use them with practice, but we have them given to us by God’s 
Sovereign Will alone.  So while we’re told to ‘earnestly desire’ the best gifts in 
both 1 Corinthians 12:31 and 14:1, we cannot produce them ourselves out of 
our own inner determination.  They are God-given abilities give to enable us to 
serve Him better.  Also, they’re not a badge of merit to glorify ourselves.  
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Sorry if I laboured that point a bit.  
 
Incidentally, there’s a NT illustration of a guy trying to buy the gift of healing 
from Peter - and being given a verbal roasting by Peter for his 
misunderstanding of what God-given giftings were and what they were for.  
And as I’ve said, they’re not badges of merit.  In fact in the OT there are 
various examples of people living in sin and still having God given Holy Spirit 
gifting continuing to work in and through them, which I actually find hard to 
get my head around.  Sampson as a ‘for example’. 
 
But, back to us in the 21 century - and to answer the question, what are these 
gifts, tools, or roles given to the church for, and how should we expect to see 
them in use around us?  Well the simple answer is that they are given to reveal 
God at work in this world.  They show that He’s still around.  They are there to 
serve the church - and to help the church serve in God’s name. 
 
But you might be sitting there thinking, “Is all this all just theory - mere 
theology - with nothing to do with life as we live it in the real world today?”   
Never mind that we’re given worked examples in the Bible - where do we see 
God-given spiritual gifts being used in the church today?!  
 
You might have noticed how many of the gifts - tools - in the lists I read earlier 
are to do with some form of revelation - be that of knowledge, or wisdom and 
understanding, or prophecy, or teaching.  And since the Bible tells us God is 
the same yesterday, today and forever, we should expect God to be just as 
revealing through His people today.  But I do understand if you might be 
saying to yourself right now - can we?   So when - and how? 
 
Let me take you to Tuesday, the 4th August 2020 - just a relatively few months 
back - and to a large church where things are happening as they usually did in 
that place.  The church’s kitchen was working hard as usual to produce meals 
for refugees, and some 35 adults and 240 children are expected very soon on 
the premises for discipleship classes.  But the Pastor felt extremely anxious.  
He knew something bad was going to happen.  And so convinced was he in 
what he was feeling, he immediately shut down the kitchen - told his staff to 
put the food in the fridge, and go.  He cleared the people out of the building - 
all of them - forcing people who come some distance to get out now - and then 
locked up.  The Pastor said that some people were wondering if he’d gone 
mad. 
 
But that was the day tons of explosive material blew-up beside the harbour in 
Beirut.  And this church, a short two minute drive from the centre of that 
explosion, was devastated.  Windows flew from one side of a room to the 
other.  Doors blow off complete with their frames.  And the Pastor’s said that 
no-one who happened to be in the building when the explosion happened 
would have survived unhurt.  You can actually hear this man’s testimony 
yourself on YouTube.  Just Google ‘Holy Spirit Hunch’.  See the pictures.  This 
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is God at work through people He reveals things to – and in the now. 
 
But I’ve personally experienced a similar situation many year ago.  Some of 
you will recall I used to own and drive a minibus for youth work at this church. 
 On one occasion I’d taken a party of our young people up to a rough end of 
Gateshead on a mission being run by an evangelist we knew called Derek 
Stringer.  I said it was a rough end of Gateshead, so we’d just put a disruptive 
youth out of a coffee-bar we were running in a church hall.  Suddenly Derek 
said, “Everybody, to that side of the hall - now!”  Seconds later a brick came 
through a window on the side of the hall that he’d moved us away from.  We 
presumed it was the youth we’d put out that had done it - but there’d been no 
previous indication that it was going to happen.  So explain this if you can in 
some other way than God the Holy Spirit telling Derek to immediately move 
everybody away from danger. 
 
But you do need to be listening - more than that - ‘tuned in’, when God 
speaks.  Unfortunately I wasn’t when God gave me a warning some years ago. 
 Fortunately I was the only one who suffered.  I’d filled up my car at a 
relatively local filling station and was queuing up to pay.  I had my credit card 
in my hand.  Suddenly I had this very strong feeling that I shouldn’t use my 
card but pay in cash.  But by then I’d got to the front of the queue, so paid 
with the card in my hand.  A little while later the fraud office of my credit card 
provider phoned up to ask if I’d been buying petrol in Epping.  No. I’ve never 
been to Epping.  My card had been cloned.  So I then had the problem of 
cancelling that card and getting a new one.  Of course I didn’t know if it was 
the local filling station that was the culprit - except - I did see in a local paper a 
little later that that establishment had been taken to court for credit card fraud. 
 
We move on - to another manifestation of God the Holy Spirit that’s relatively 
well known - the giving of word’s to someone for someone else.  I know that 
I’ve had people come up to me and say something like, AI believe God wants 

to say to you...” and telling me something, and I’ve just known, either because 
of the person, or the fact that they don’t usual say that sort of thing, or just 
from the content, that they aren’t making it up.  And I have also had God 
speak to someone else through me. 
 
Once I was walking along in Ruislip Manor carrying a length of wood.  Don’t 
ask me why I was carrying a length of wood, I can’t remember!   And the wood 
isn’t important anyway - except that I got a nudge from the Holy Spirit to walk 
in an unnecessary detour to where I was going with it.  And that’s how I met a 
girl who was a member of our young people.  She told me she was off to a 
driving lesson, and we parted company.  Then suddenly I realised God wanted 
to say something to her, but when I turned back, she was gone.  It was 
something to do with a verse I’d heard a short while before, “You have not 
been given a Spirit of fear, but power, love and self control” - and I wasn’t sure 
at that point what it was to mean for her anyway. 
 



 

 
6 © Granville Richards, South Ruislip Christian Fellowship 2021 
 

Next day was Sunday, so I asked this girl how her driving lesson went.  
She paused for a moment, and then said she almost had a car accident 
because another driver had all but crashed into her.  At which point I told her 
the verse, and how it applied to her.  We both stood there a bit stunned - both 
knowing God had chosen to speak His love into her scary situation. 
 
But as I’ve already said, God sometimes wants to speak to you for your own 
personal life. And it’s been my experience that He’ll often use a verse from the 
Bible.  It will come at you out of the blue.  And it will be out of context of 
anything you’re thinking about at that precise moment, and you’ll stop and 
think, “Now where did that come from?”.  And sometimes I’ve gone and looked 
up the verse because I couldn’t remember where it was in the Bible, just that it 
was a verse ‘somewhere’.  But in the context of what is happening to you in 
your life at that moment in time, it will make perfect sense.  And you will have 
that inner conviction that God has spoken to you.  And this might just beg the 
question, ‘How well do you know your Bible?’  Because in these situations it’s a 
verse that I must have read ‘sometime’ in the past and that’s lodged in my 
deep memory that He’s trawled out and brought to the front of my mind.  But 
of course - we then still need to acknowledge God has spoken - and to act 
accordingly. 
 
Let’s move on.  Another gift of God the Holy Spirit is tongues.  Tongues are a 
bit of a knotty subject in some Christian circles.  Some denominations claim 
that you haven’t received a baptism in the Holy Spirit if you don’t speak in 
tongues.  Others say this gift died around the time the Bible was completed.  
Neither view is true, if you accept Paul’s take on this subject. 
 
One thing that Paul indicates is that the use of a spiritual tongue is under the 
control of the person ‘gifted’ with it, even though it is a language they haven’t 
learnt.  So no-one is ‘taken over’ by the Spirit.  It might be a national 
language, or ‘the language of angels’, but Paul indicates that it should be used 
sparingly in congregational settings.  And there should also be the gift of 
interpretation present.  And some people say that tongues are a language for 
prayer. I’ve little personal experience with tongues, but let me share one I do 
recall.  And it was to do with prophecy as well as speaking in tongues. 
 
Many years ago, in the days of what became know as the ‘charismatic 
renewal’, I attended a prayer meeting in a house in Northwood with a then girl 
friend.  During the prayer meeting, someone spoke in tongues, and after a 
short pause, someone gave an interpretation.  It seemed to mean nothing to 
me so I put in out of my mind, or so I thought.  A few months pass, and then 
something traumatic happens in the life of the girl I’d been with, and I’m 
sitting at a kitchen table with her, and she’s in tears.  And I find myself reciting 
the prophecy given in tongues and interrupted all those months ago back to 
her, and as far as I can recall, doing word for word.  And what I can tell you - 
is that it was fulfilled in full soon afterwards in her life. 
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Paul goes into the use of tongues at some length in 1 Corinthians Ch.14 
- but I’ve no in depth understanding on the ‘why’ of this gift - except to 
perhaps express God’s awesomeness.  But what I can say (as someone say in 
my Bible reading notes a short while ago) is that ‘signs’ - which the gifts are - 
are not given so much to make us say ‘Wow!’ - as to point us to worshipping 
the Giver.  So... please don’t write tongues off as reserved to just the early 
church.  These tools called gifts are given to us so that we can demonstrate 
that God is alive and well in this world. 
 
Another gift of God the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church is the gift of healing. 
 And alongside that you could also add dealing with demonic spirits.  
 
As far as dealing with evil spirits is concerned, I like something C.S.Lewis’ said 
in his book The Screwtape Letters.  The book’s a narrative of supposed 
correspondence between a senior demon and a junior one.  And the senior one 
says to the junior one something like, “We don’t mind if people fearfully see us 
lurking behind every door, or don’t believe we exist”.  In other words, the two 
extremes.  Bible believing Christians should believe they exist, because Jesus 
knew they existed and dealt with them as real entities. But we also should 
remember that however powerful they are, they are a defeated enemy and 
under Jesus eternal power. While Jude warns us not to treat them lightly or 
flippantly, rather saying to them, “The Lord rebuke you”. 
 
But we are usually exercised more by the question of sickness and healing.  
Why do we see so few people miraculously healed?  And unfortunately I have 
met people who’ve said they’ve Agone off God” because He didn’t answer their 

prayers to heal someone close to them.  And I also recall a long time ago 
something someone said when a well-known Christian died of cancer aged only 
51. They said it was really courageous of God to take him home in the face of 
the fact so many people were praying for him to be healed.  And of course it 
doesn’t help if a person isn’t healed, and someone then says to you, “It’s your 
fault, because you didn’t have enough faith”. 
 
But I wonder if we might be asking the wrong question when we ask, “Why 
aren’t more people miraculously healed?”  I think maybe the question should 
be, “Why is anybody miraculously healed?!”. 
 
Even Jesus own ministry needed the “power of Lord present to heal”.  So says 
Luke 5:17.  And we also know from the Gospels Jesus was limited in what He 
could do when people failed to have faith in who He is.  So we need to start 
from the position of miraculous healing being a real mystery that occasional 
and wonderfully happens under the Sovereignty of God - and treat it as such. 
We need to accept that it does sometimes happen - as there are reliable 
testimonies of where God has suspended the understandable, and has 
miraculously intervened.   And therefore pray expectantly.  And my own limited 
experiences of healing is of times when I’m aware God has healed in answer to 
prayer.  Unprovable of course.  But then - we walk by faith.  And let’s also 
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remember, all answered prayer is a miracle. 
 
I’m coming towards the end of my time this morning.  But I’m going to finish 
on what you might consider to be a sombre note.  That’s because it holds a 
serious warning.  And it’s not my warning.  It’s Jesus’ warning. 
 

At regular intervals during His earthly ministry Jesus talked about the ‘final 
days’, ‘the Day of Judgement’, and such like, usually alongside talking about 
the Kingdom of God.  And usually what He said was coupled with choices we 
make and with a warning about the lifestyle we live.   And because on one 
occasion He directly referred to the use of some of the gifts we’ve just been 
considering, I thought it relevant to include it as I close.  So let me read to you 
Matthew 7:22-23.  Jesus said this - 
 

Many will say to me on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?”  Then I will tell them plainly, “I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!” 

 
I know there’s difficult contradictions in these couple of verses - not least being 
how someone to whom Jesus says, “I never knew you” can claim (and without 
Jesus contradicting them in His teaching) to have driven out demons and done 
miracles in His name?   But we also read in Matthew Ch.10 that Jesus sent out 
the first twelve disciples with these instructions, “Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse the lepers, cast out demons” - and they did.  But specifically listed 
among those given those powers, is Judas Iscariot. 
 
I don’t know, but Paul might just have had Jesus comments in mind when he 
inserted 1 Corinthians Ch.13 between chapters 12 and 14 of the letter in which 
he talks about the gifts and their uses.  And he starts chapter 13 like this: 
 

“If I could speak all the languages of earth and angels, but don’t have 
love, I would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I had the gift 
of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and possessed 
all knowledge, and if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but 
didn’t have love... I would be nothing.” 

 
Jesus put it more succinctly in relation to himself when He said what’s recorded 
in John 14:15 – “If you love Me, keep my commands”.  And in context - and 
directly coupled with the subject I’ve been speaking on this morning - the next 
verse is very telling.  “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 
advocate (meaning of course, the Holy Spirit) to help you... and be with you.... 
for ever”.   And with that I finish. 
 
 
Granville Richards 


